L. St. Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Community

| Comunidad Catdlica de Santo Tomas el Apéstol

19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
He became frightened; and, beginning to sink,

he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately Jesus stretched
out his hand and caught Peter. - Mt 14:30-31

19° DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO

Le entré miedo, comenzoé a hundirse y grito: “iSalvame, Senor!”
Inmediatamente Jesus le tendid la mano.” - Mt 14, 30-31

Mass Schedule

Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil | 4:30pm
Sunday | 8:00am & 10:00am
Spanish | 1:00pm

Weekday Masses
Thursday | 8:00am

Reconciliation
Saturday | 3:15pm-4:00pm
or by appointment

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday | 8:00am -

4:30pm
Friday | 8:00am- NOON

Mission Statement

In The Nome of Jesus Christ,
St Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Community
Welcomes, Prays, Feeds,
Heals, Comforts ALL!

Declaracion de
Mision

En el Nombre de Jesucristo,
que la Comunidad Catélica
de Santo Tomdas Apdstol

Acoge, Reza, Alimenta, Cura,
Conforta jTODO!
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Dear Folks,

| ran across a meditation from the Feast of Saint
James that touched my heart. | hope it touches

you. It is from Father Simeon who, during Covid,

became bored, and translated the entire Gospel
of Matthew from the Greek! Here is an excerpt:

“Christians ought to be servants and slaves to
one another. This is, in practice, a more difficult
proposition than being servants and slaves to
God. Once we have accepted the reality of God
as Master of the Universe, it is easy to perform
the gesture of self-subordination to him. In fact,
in such a gesture there always lurks the
temptation of a certain exhibitionism and even
self-aggrandizement by my association with the
Lord of all..

Whoever would be first among you must be your
slave.. The true focus of my conforming to the
mind of Christ is not some vague spiritual realm
of floating forms and projected ambitions, but
rather this situation and this commmunity in which
| find myself right now. We should visualize Jesus
as he speaks these words, looking intensely from
weathered face to weathered face in the group
of his followers standing around him, no doubt
peering with special intensity into the eyes of
James and John, with a look that means:
“Whoever wishes to be great, to be first, as | know
you do, my dear James and John, shall be the
servant and slave of Peter and Thomas and
Judas and the rest, and each of you in turn to
one another, all serving each other’s needs
simultaneously.”

It would be Saint John himself, the most mystical
of the four evangelists, who would nevertheless
subvert any application to God of the principle of
worldly hierarchy: If anyone says, “I love God,”
but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever
does not love a brother whom he has seen
cannot love God whom he has not seen (1Jn
4:20). The unfathomable depth of Christian
mysticism, precisely, is not an ever greater
metaphysical distancing of God from the human
scene but, rather, the glorious epiphany of the
presence of the incarnate God in my brother” [or
sister].

In Christ’'s Peace, Fr. Dave

Letter from Fr. Dave /Carta del padre Dave

———
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Queridos amigos:

Me encontré con una reflexidn sobre la fiesta de
Santiago Apéstol que llegb a lo mds profundo de mi
corazdn. Espero que a ustedes también les conmueva.
Proviene del padre Simeon, quien, durante la
pandemia de COVID, al aburrirse, jtradujo todo el
Evangelio de Mateo desde el griego! Aqui tienen un
fragmento:

“Los cristianos deben ser siervos y esclavos los unos de
los otros. En la prdctica, esto resulta mas dificil que ser
siervos y esclavos de Dios. Una vez que hemos
aceptado la realidad de Dios como Sefior del Universo,
es facil realizar el gesto de subordinarnos a El. De
hecho, en ese gesto siempre acecha la tentacién de un
cierto exhibicionismo e incluso de
autoengrandecimiento al asociarme con el Sefor de
todo..

El que quiera ser el primero entre ustedes, deberd ser
su esclavo... El verdadero enfoque para conformarme a
la mente de Cristo no reside en un vago dmbito
espiritual de formas flotantes y ambiciones
proyectadas, sino mds bien en esta situacién y en esta
comunidad en la que me encuentro ahora mismo.
Deberiamos visualizar a JesUs pronunciando estas
palabras, mirando intensamente, rostro curtido tras
rostro curtido, al grupo de seguidores que lo rodeaban;
sin duda, escudrifiando con especial intensidad los
ojos de Santiago y Juan, con una mirada que quiere
decir: "Quien desee ser grande, ser el primero, como sé
gue ustedes desean, mis queridos Santiago y Juan,
deberd ser servidor y esclavo de Pedro, de Tomds, de
Judas y de los demds; y cada uno de ustedes, a su vez,
de los otros, atendiendo simulténeamente a las
necesidades de todos".

Seria el propio san Juan, el mds mistico de los cuatro
evangelistas, quien, sin embargo, subvertiria cualquier
aplicacién a Dios del principio de jerarquia mundana:
Si alguien dice "amo a Dios" pero odia a su hermano, es
un mentiroso; pues quien no ama a su hermano, a
quien ve, no puede amar a Dios, a quien no ve (1 Jn 4,
20). La profundidad insondable de la mistica cristiana,
precisamente, no consiste en un distanciamiento
metafisico cada vez mayor de Dios respecto a la
escenda humana, sino mds bien en la gloriosa epifania
de la presencia del Dios encarnado en mi hermano” [o
hermanal.

En la paz de Cristo, Padre Dave







