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What is the best type of ice cream?
Mint chocolate chip. It tastes great and my teeth even
feel clean afterwards!

What do you consider to be your greatest
personal victory?

It could quite possibly be beating my fellow Green Bay
seminarians, particularly Rob Reynebeau, in cribbage.

What was the first thing that you learned
about Jesus?

“Jesus loves me, this | know...” What powerful words
these are, to declare the love of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus for me and for every person in a unique and
particular way. The phrase is childlike (and Jesus praises
the childlike), and it is exactly what He desires me to
believe, experience, and live out. Thank you, Mom and
Dad, for teaching me this truth!

How have you celebrated this Jubilee Year?
Thanks be to God that | have been blessed to celebrate
this Jubilee Year in the Eternal City and experience the
great hope that we have in Jesus Christ and His Church.
With many pilgrims coming from around the world to
visit the heart of the Church in Rome this year (including
many from our diocese!), | have also been striving to live
in that context of pilgrimage. The entire Christian life is
a pilgrimage and living that reality in my little visits to
various holy sites during this year has been especially
grace-filled.

What is your favorite verse from St. Paul’s
writings?

A favorite is 2 Corinthians 12:9: “"But he said to me, '‘My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.”” In the context of this verse, St. Paul is
telling the Corinthians of the “thorn in the flesh” given
him by God to prevent him from becoming prideful. In
his supplications to the Lord to remove this temptation,
Jesus spoke those words.

| love it because this, the Christian worldview, turns the
secular worldview on its head. While the world prefers
power (and money, autonomy, and impurity), the Christian
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prefers humility (and poverty, obedience, and chastity).
This is only true because our Lord Himself prefers these
very things, evidenced in the Incarnation.

The Christian life is a response to God's unceasing efforts
to draw us to Himself, something that is possible only if
we allow Him to do so. It is precisely in our weaknesses
and moments of poverty that God facilitates for us
intimate encounters with Himself, if only we have the
eyes to see and the ears to hear.

Which virtue exemplified by St. Paul do you
most aspire to?

| often reflect on the virtue of humility which shines
through in the writings of St. Paul. As | get to know the
saints more, it seems to me that the virtue of humility,
while perhaps difficult to cultivate, is truly the bedrock
for the other virtues and in particular, the theological
virtues of faith, hope, and charity. Why would that be?
| think it is because as the Servant of God, Fr. Walter
Ciszek, S.J. said, “Humility is nothing more or less than
knowing our place before God.” With humility we can see
simultaneously our great dignity as sons and daughters
of God along with the fact that we “are dust and to dust
you shall return” (Gen 3:19). In this truth, an intimate
relationship is possible because we know the truth about
reality — that we have a Father who loves us infinitely; we
have a friend and savior in Jesus; we have an advocate
and guide in the Holy Spirit; and we are none of these
Three!

One can find all over St. Paul’s writings his humility which
lays the foundation for his holy life, a lifestyle of love,
joy, and freedom to aspire to. More importantly, | aspire
to this virtue because | desire to be conformed entirely
to Christ Himself who says, “... learn from me; for | am

meek and humble of heart...” (Mt 11:29).

Which saint should people invoke for your
vocation?

St. Peter. Alongside St. Paul, he is a pillar of our faith
and our Church. Please pray that | may have a priestly
heart and a zeal for souls like him.



