
Sunday, March 8, 2026 / Domingo, 8 del Marzo, 2026

   8100 Brunner Rd, Newton, WI 53063 • (920) 726-4228 • www.stthomasnewton.org

St. Thomas the Apostle
C a t h o l i c  C o m m u n i t y

Mass Schedule

Mission Statement

Weekend Masses

Weekday Masses

Reconciliation

Saturday Vigil | 4:30pm
Sunday | 8:00am & 10:00am 
Spanish |  1:00pm

In The Name of Jesus Christ,
St Thomas the Apostle
Catholic Community
Welcomes, Prays, Feeds,
Heals, Comforts ALL!

Thursday | 8:00am 

Saturday |  3:15pm-4:00pm
or by appointment

En el Nombre de Jesucristo,
que la Comunidad Católica
de Santo Tomás Apóstol
Acoge, Reza, Alimenta, Cura,
Conforta ¡TODO!

Office Hours
Monday - Friday |  8:00am - 
                                   4:30pm

Comunidad Católica de Santo Tomás el Apóstol 

Declaración de la
Missión



Letter from Father Dave /Carta del padre Dave

Queridos amigos,

Llegamos al Tercer Domingo de Cuaresma,
uniéndonos a Jesús y a la mujer junto al pozo. Esta
samaritana tiene sed y busca agua que la calme.
Desconfía de cualquiera que se le acerque. Al fin y
al cabo, ¡buscaba algo en esos seis hombres!
Jesús la ayuda a verlo, como nos ayuda a nosotros
también a encontrarlo. Este tiempo sagrado tiene
como objetivo ayudar a nuestros dos
catecúmenos a profundizar su amor por Jesús
mientras esperan los sacramentos pascuales del
Bautismo, el Sello de la Confirmación y la
Eucaristía. Ruego que tengan la valentía de
hacerlo, ¡cayendo en las manos amorosas de Dios!
Aquí tienen un breve pasaje de Erasmo Leiva-
Merikakis, monje trapense, que puede calmar
nuestra sed. Aquí está…

Vemos a Dios pidiendo un trago de agua a un ser
humano, y además pecador. En la cruz, también
exclamó: «Tengo sed», y poco después, como
resultado sorprendente de esa sed, brotarán agua
y sangre de su Corazón. En efecto, es un Dios
sediento, un Dios cansado, un Dios que busca la
compañía y el diálogo de una de sus criaturas.
¿Cómo puede ser que Dios esté necesitado?… En
Cristo, quien por naturaleza no necesita nada
fuera de sí mismo, se ha hecho voluntariamente
necesitado, pero solo para comunicarnos la vida
que es suya. Esta acción de hacerse necesitado
por amor bien puede ser la obra más grande y
asombrosa de su omnipotencia.

Lo que Dios, que es Amor, necesita es entregarse a
nosotros, obedeciendo así la ley más profunda de
su naturaleza de Amor, y solo puede entregarse si
logra encender en nosotros la luz de la fe que
provoca en nosotros el anhelo de unión con él. Lo
único que el Amor desea es ser amado a su vez, y,
para lograrlo, el Amor no duda en humillarse y
hacerse mendigo: «Dame de beber», dice el Señor
inmortal a su criatura pecadora…

Vemos claramente aquí que la sed humana de
Jesús es el medio que Dios usa para manifestarse
a nosotros, para comunicarnos su divino deseo de
entregarse a nosotros, y esta sed humana y real
de Jesús es, por así decirlo, la condición para que
Dios pueda darnos el agua divina de su gracia y
vida. En una magnífica frase, san Gregorio
Nacianceno llama a Jesús la fuente sedienta, es
decir: la Fuente de Vida y Amor cuya razón de ser
es entregarse. Dios tiene sed, por así decirlo, de
nuestro amor. ¿No saciaremos este santo deseo
de Dios en los labios de Jesús?

En la paz de Cristo,
P. Dave

Dear Folks,

We come to the Third Sunday of Lent, joining Jesus and
the woman at the well. This Samaritan woman is
thirsty, looking for water that will quench her thirst. She
is suspicious of anyone who gets close to her. After all,
she was looking for something in those six men! Jesus
helps her to see him, as he helps us to find him, too.
This sacred season is meant to help our two
catechumens grow more deeply in love with Jesus as
they anticipate the Easter Sacraments of Baptism, the
Seal of Confirmation and Eucharist. I pray they have
the courage to do so, falling into the loving hands of
God! Here is a short passage from Erasmo Leiva-
Merikakis, a Trappist monk, that may quench our thirst!
Here it is… 

We see God begging for a drink of water from a
human being, and a sinful one at that. On the cross,
too, he will exclaim, I thirst, and soon after, as the
surprising result of that thirst, water and blood flow
from his Heart. Indeed, he is a thirsty God, a tired God,
a God looking for the companionship and dialogue of
one of his creatures. How could it be that God is
needy?… In Christ the one who by nature has need of
nothing outside himself has nonetheless voluntarily
made himself needy, but only in order to communicate
to us the life that is his. This action of making himself
needy out of love may well be the greatest and most
astounding work of his omnipotence.

What God, who is Love, needs is to give himself to us,
thus obeying the deepest law of his nature as Love,
and he can give himself to us only if he succeeds in
kindling within us the light of faith that then provokes in
us the yearning for union with him. The only thing Love
wants is to be loved in turn, and, to accomplish this,
Love does not hesitate to humiliate himself and make
himself a beggar: Give me a drink, says the immortal
Lord to his sinful creature….

We see clearly here that Jesus’ human thirst is the
means God uses to manifest himself to us, to
communicate to us his divine desire to give himself to
us, and this real, human thirst of Jesus is the condition,
as it were, for God to be able to give us the divine
water of his grace and life. In a magnificent phrase,
Saint Gregory Nazianzen calls Jesus the thirsty
fountain, that is: the Fountain of Life and Love whose
very reason for being is to give itself away. God thirsts,
as it were, for our love. Will we not satisfy this holy
desire of God on the lips of Jesus?

In Christ’s Peace,    
Fr. Dave



Tithing- Envelopes $6,771.50

Offertory $1,256

Capital Improvement $100

Unrestricted/Our Own Needs $320

Stole Fees $75

Mass Stipends $230

Solemnity of Mary $5

Ash Wednesday Offering $10

Lenten Project $611

Easter Offering $40

Give online at www.stthomasnewton.org. Thank you for your support!

CEMETERY CLEANUP
Spring cemetery cleanup will begin
shortly at all St. Thomas cemeteries.
Please remove any items you would

like to keep prior to April 1st. Any items
that remain after  April 1st will  be

discarded.  
                   After May 15th,  you may 
                        begin placing items 

                         back in the cemeteries. 
          

                Thank you. 
 

Stewardship / Corresponsabilidacl
Week of February 22, 2026• Semana 22 del Febrero 2026 

Scrip profit  $670.60

Save the Date! You’re invited to donate and become a       
                      hero at our upcoming blood drive. 

                                                                               
                                                                                Blood Drive Details: 

ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE NEWTON
04/04/2026

07:30 AM - 11:30 AM
8100 BRUNNER RD
NEWTON, WI 53063

 Schedule Appointments:
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedu

le/11615848

The Finance Council met on Thursday, February 19 at 6:00pm. Fr. Dave led us in prayer. The
minutes from January were approved as written. The January Financial Reports were reviewed
by the Finance Council. Bonnie Jacky reviewed the Bank accounts and the Scrip account. We

welcomed Tom Angst as a new member to the Finance Council. The next meeting will be
Thursday, March 19, at 6:00 pm.

Votive Candles $282

Easter Flowers $560

Unrestricted Donations $40

Grant Income $100

Bulletin Royalty Payment $500

Coins for Walter $11.15

Our families and friends of St. Thomas are always there to help support our needs. Our second collection
this weekend for Our Own Needs was $1,202.05. God bless you and thank you for your giving hearts! 

Tithe- Envelopes, ACH and On-line giving $655,494.00

Offertory $47,000.00

Total budget amount $702,494.00

Received as of January 31, 2026 $328,604

Needed by June 30, 2026 $373,890

Yearly budget as of January 31, 2026

Month January 2026 totals
Capital improvement- Envelopes, ACH and Online Giving $1,060.25

Our Own Needs- Envelopes and Vanco $1,552.57

https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11615848
https://donateblood.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/11615848


Tengo una amiga que es madre de 10 hijos. Cuando estaba en medio de la crianza de 
aquellos niños, cuando todavía eran pequeños, les decía a sus amigos: "Si quieren verme,
vengan cuando quieran, pero si quieren ver mi casa, avísenme con 24 horas de anticipación".
Sus palabras me recuerdan la respuesta de Jesús a Marta en el conocido pasaje del Evangelio de Lucas,
cuando Jesús es huésped en la casa de sus amigos María, Marta y Lázaro (cuya fiesta se celebra el 29 de
julio).
Marta parece un poco frustrada con su hermana, María, por sentarse a los pies de Jesús escuchándolo
hablar mientras Marta atiende sola los preparativos necesarios para una casa llena de visitantes. Marta
le pide a Jesús que le diga a su hermana que se levante y la ayude, pero Jesús le responde: “Marta,
Marta, estás afanada y turbada por muchas cosas, pero una sola cosa es necesaria. María ha escogido
la buena parte, la cual no le será quitada.
Tanto la política de mi amiga sobre las visitas como las palabras de Jesús a Marta enfatizan la necesidad
de priorizar nuestro precioso tiempo con Dios y nuestro precioso tiempo con los demás, en quienes
siempre debemos buscar ver a Jesús, “la única cosa”.
Por supuesto, esto no quiere decir que Marta estuviera haciendo algo malo al tratar de servir y proveer
para los demás. Jesús no le estaba diciendo a Marta que las tareas del hogar no eran importantes o que
no debían hacerse. Todos hemos estado en situaciones en las que sentimos que llevamos una carga
más pesada que la de otra persona y nos sentimos bastante justificados al quejarnos por ello. Pero, en la
situación anterior, Jesús señaló que lo que María estaba haciendo –escuchar la palabra de Dios– era
superior a preparar la comida y cuidar la casa. También debemos notar que Jesús conocía a Marta
mejor que ella misma. Ella no le dijo que estaba «ansiosa y preocupada por muchas cosas». Pero Jesús lo
sabía. Marta sólo se había quejado de un asunto en cuestión, pero él sabía que ella no estaba prestando
suficiente atención a su relación con Dios. Se había dejado distraer por tareas mundanas. No sólo se
había distraído de Dios, sino que también se había permitido fomentar el resentimiento hacia su
hermana. ¿Te suena familiar?
Si una parte de nosotros simpatiza con Martha, es natural. La mayoría de las mamás pueden identificarse
fácilmente con el escenario que describe Lucas. El hecho es que alguien tiene que estar en la cocina,
preparar y servir la comida y limpiar después de que los invitados se van, pero, si el Hijo de Dios estuviera
sentado en tu sala de estar, ¿realmente te quedarías en la cocina?
Cuando se dirige a Marta, Jesús está hablando de prioridades. Él le pide a Marta que mire su vida y
examine lo que es más importante para ella. ¿Es servir a Dios o es servir una buena comida y mantener la
casa limpia? ¿Estamos más preocupados por lo que nuestros invitados pensarán de nuestra casa y de
nuestra comida que por los invitados mismos?
Es muy fácil caer en la trampa de intentar que nuestras casas parezcan perfectas. ¿Qué madre no ha
corrido como una loca tratando de limpiar para las visitas, haciendo sonar las alarmas para que toda la
familia colabore y haga que la casa parezca que no vive nadie? Cuando finalmente llegan los invitados,
mamá suele estar demasiado distraída con la preparación y el servicio de la comida como para
sentarse y tener una conversación significativa. Todos conocemos a esa persona (ejem) que entra en
pánico ante la idea de tener invitados a cenar de último momento, consumida por el pensamiento de ser
juzgada por una casa que no es perfecta.
Cuando nos distraigamos, o incluso nos obsesionemos, con las tareas cotidianas, debemos recordar las
palabras de Jesús a Marta: María había elegido la "mejor parte". No necesitamos saber si María era una
holgazana crónica, lo cual, según algunos, justificaría las frustraciones de su hermana. Todo lo que
necesitamos saber es que María reconoció el increíble y precioso don de la presencia del Señor en su
hogar. 
María se aferró a las palabras de Jesús que "no le serán quitadas".
Esté atento a los momentos de Marta y María en su vida, cuando haya que elegir 
entre la buena parte y la mejor parte. Pasar tiempo en la presencia de Jesús, 
absorbiendo sus palabras y enseñanzas, siempre será la mejor parte.

 St. Thomas the Apostle. Ministerio Hispano

La dinámica Marta/María y la elección de la mejor parte
Por Clare Lazzuri

Reflexion  en la  cuaresma



March 14/15 4:30pm 8:00am 10:00am

Server(s) Marcella Vetting
Carter Hochkammer

Ava Vetter
Charlotte Hartfield

Bernard Holschbach
Robert Neuser

Hospitality
Sam Schneider
Beth Schneider

Travis Holschbach
Salena Holschbach

Jan Larson
Debra Miller 

Michael Miller
Justen Shadick

Jeanne Koch
Karl Koch

Deirdre McTigue
Tim McTigue

Cross Bearer Pete Pokorski Mark Stock Joren Neuser

Proclaimers Andrew Ahola
Lynn Bushman

David Diedrich
Anne Neeb

Pat Carey
Renee Siikarla

Eucharistic Minister
Laurie Jonasen
Kathy Kaminski

Dcn. Nathan Budde

Deb Stock
Terri Waack

Dcn. Nathan Budde

Ann Hoban
Phyllis Carey

Dcn. Nathan Budde

Sacristan Tom Fitzgerald Barb Backhaus Dale Birenbaum

Liturgical Ministry Schedule

March 15,
 2026

For a minister of care to bring
Eucharist to your home, please call

the parish office or refer to the
information on the right. 

Sunday Communion Minister for the
homebound for the week of: 

Homebound, Sick, or Elderly
March 15-Dcn. Steve Zimmer

920-889-3257
March 22-Wayne Wallander

920-946-9002
March 29-Patti Schneider

920-629-2729

Exodus 1 Samuel
16:1b,6-7, 10-13a

Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

What are you doing
in you life right now

to move toward
light rather than

darkness?

Mass Intentions / Intenciones de Misa
Wednesday, March 11
No Mass  

Thursday, March 12
8:00am Sara Villeneuve

Saturday, March 14
4:30pm Francis Monigal 8:00am Ralphael & Shirley Pankratz

10:00am AVAILABLE

Sunday, March 15

Sanctuary Light March 8-14
Martin Hoffman



Events / Eventos
March March
9th- Cleaning Day
        6:00pm Living Justice
         6:30pm Choir practice
10 - 9:30am Small Groups  th

     10:00am Proclaiming Christ Crucified…1 Corinthians
12 - 8:00am Massth

         8:30am Stations of the Cross
         6:00pm Small Groups
         7:00pm Young Women’s Bible Study
15 - 9:15am Religious Ed grades 10&11th

          11:30am Spanish Religious Education
16 - Cleaning Dayth

         6:30pm Choir practice
17th- 9:30am Small Groups
   10:00am Proclaiming Christ Crucified…1 Corinthians
           6:30pm Women’s Bible Study
           7:00pm Men’s Bible Study

18 - 6:15pm Religious Edth

         6:15pm Young Adult Rooted
        7:45pm OTIS
19 - 8:00am Massth

         8:30am Stations of the Cross
         9:00am Confessions
         6:00pm Finance Council
         6:00pm Small Groups
         6:30pm Pastoral Council
22 - 8:00am Children’s Time at Massnd

          11:30am Spanish Religious Education
23 - Cleaning Dayrd

         6:30pm Choir practice
24 - 9:30am Small Groupsth

     10:00am Proclaiming Christ Crucified…1 Corinthians  
         7:00pm 
26 - 8:00am Mass th
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Howards Grove 
Chiropractic 

Dr. Wendy Varish, DC Dr. 
George Varish, III, DC 

(920) 565-3922

Wisconsin

CatholicMatch.com/WI

MANUFACTURERS OF  
PREMIUM CHEESE SPREADS  

PineRiver.com

	 1501 Washington St. 	 Office: 920-682-1313 
	 Manitowoc, WI 	 Fax:    920-682-1317 
	 54220 	 Cell:    920-629-0843

Octavio Guzman - Owner-Founder 
Octavio@guzmansjanitorial.com 
Customerservice@guzmansjanitorial.com 

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Chris Williams
 

cwilliams@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2234

HOURS:
Monday - Thursday: 

 8:00am - 5:00pm 
Friday:  

7:00am - 1:00pm

Call for Your Appointment 
(920) 682-0321

Bonde’s Quik Mart
Cleveland, WI
Family Owned
for 40+ Years

920-693-3145
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HOFMANN 
MONUMENTS, INC.

FOR THREE GENERATIONS 
MEMORIALS - MARKERS 

MAUSOLEUMS
TODD & KEVIN HOFMANN

3104 Memorial Dr. 
Two Rivers 794-7541

 
www.NsightTel.com

Internet & Voice
920-758-2211

residential • commercial • industrial
(920) 682-1492 

www.checkelectric.net

Luxury Restroom Trailer Rentals 
Commercial Construction Containers 
Holding Tank • Fresh Water Systems 

920-726-4101
 9621 Newton Rd. • Newton, WI

R & J FRICKE, INC.
Quality Sand & Gravel For Quality Concrete

Ready Mixed Concrete - Building Materials
Sand Fill - Road Gravel

Mix Plant, 3107 Fricke Dr  (920) 684-4824
Office, 3107 Fricke Dr. 	 (920) 684-9294

Jon M. Streblow, D.C.

715 Christel Dr.
Valders, WI 54245

Office: 920-775-9666
Fax: 920-775-9791

(920) 773-2803
Serving food and drinks daily

Open 7 days a week
204 S 4th Ave, Saint Nazianz

BUYERS OF FERROUS 
& NON FERROUS METALS

B&B Metals Processing Co., Inc. 
Open to Public M-F 7am to 3pm 

920-693-8261 • www.bandbmetals.com 
14520 PIONEER ROAD, NEWTON, WI 53063

David Petersen, MPRS/CST 966051 
7334 Nagel Road • Valders, WI 54245 

Phone: (920) 323-2640 
petersenseptic@gmail.com

www.lakeshorefamilyfuneralhomes.com

LUISIER PLUMBING, INC.
“Serving The Lakeshore 

for Over 60 Years”

4623 Goodwin Road 
682-3666

MP #232233

HI-WAY 42 GARAGE & TOWING, LLC

Light - Medium 
Heavy Duty 
Towing & Recovery
Semi-Tractor,Slide 
Axle& Motorcycle 
Trailer

920-758-2222 
8934 Bonde Court 

Manitowoc, WI 54220 
42towing@gmail.com

 

 
Free Estimates 

Jeremy Eickert

Windows | 920-806-2801

Irishmen’s Transport LLC

	 6720 Rangeline Road 
	 Manitowoc, WI 54220 	 Mark “Goob” Brennan 
	 920-901-2371 	 Owner

100 Southside Shopping Center, Chilton
920-849-9023 | Closed Sundays

Therese Gries, Vacation Travel Specialist 
920-980-1447 | therese@tltrips.com 

Independently owned & operated by Discovery World Travel

Michael DeTroye • Brian Block
DIRECTORS

	 815 6th St.	 Bus. (920) 894-3348
	 Kiel, WI 53042	 www.meiselwitzfh.com

Tanya Ann Finch,Tanya Ann Finch,  AgentAgent
305 N. Calumet Dr.305 N. Calumet Dr.
Valders, WI 54245-9639Valders, WI 54245-9639

tanya@tanyafinch.comtanya@tanyafinch.com
www.tanyafinch.comwww.tanyafinch.com

The greatest compliment The greatest compliment 
you can give is a referral.you can give is a referral.

O: 920-775-4115 O: 920-775-4115 
C: 920-946-7667C: 920-946-7667

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Chris Williams
 

cwilliams@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2234

HVAC Design & Installation Services
in Manitowoc, WI 

920-684-5559

Randall W. Popp 
2711 South 10th Street • Manitowoc, WI 54220 

Email: rpopp@lakefield.net | Cell: 920-860-1253 | Fax: 920-682-5027

We have your 
Dumpsters 

for all needs

920-687-2631

G R E E N  F O R  L I F E

PPOOPPLLAARR  FFAARRMMSS  
SSAALLEESS  &&  SSEERRVVIICCEE    

 

920-758-2961 

PPOOPPLLAARR  FFAARRMMSS  
SSAALLEESS  &&  SSEERRVVIICCEE    

 

920-758-2961 

920-374-4730 
961 S. 29th St. • Manitowoc

• Electrical Service Changes & Upgrades 
• New Home Electrical Installation 
• Generator Installation 
• Outlet & Light Fixture Replacement 
• Electrical Appliance Repair

Free Quotes Available!      (920) 254-0130

823 East Washington Ave. 
Cleveland, WI 53015



                           St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Community                       

  ATTENTION ST. THOMAS the APOSTLE
        High School Seniors!!!

The Education Community is accepting
 applications for The David J. Driscoll
 Memorial $1000 Scholarship. The applications
 have been emailed out to Seniors. If you have not
 received one, view requirements at
www.stthomasnewton.org  under the 
Religious Education tab. 

Questions? Call 920-726-4228 
 ask for Cathylee.

Our Parish Staff / Nuestro Personal Parroquial

Funeral Pre-Planning
Workshop

 T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  2 8 t h
 6 : 3 0  P M

 i n  t h e  S t .  T h o m a s  t h e  A p o s t l e  
S o c i a l  H a l l

 

D o  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s ?  T a k e
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
h e a r  f r o m  a  f u n e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l .
L e a r n  h o w  t o  r e l i e v e  a  l i t t l e
p r e s s u r e  o n  y o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  a f t e r
y o u ’ r e  g o n e .  W h a t  s h o u l d  I  d o
n o w ?  
W h a t  c a n  I  l e a v e  f o r  l a t e r ?  P l e a s e
j o i n  u s  a n d  l e a r n  h o w  y o u ,  t o o , c a n
p l a n  a h e a d !

 

Father David Beaudry, Pastor
david.beaudry.82@gmail.com

Vickie Frauenfeld     Mon– Fri
Liturgical Coordinator/Pastoral Associate,
Ministry & Liturgy 
vickfrau@gmail.com 

Cathylee Dreiling     Mon-Fri 
Creating Catholic Disciples (Religious Ed)  &
All Education Opportunities
stthomasccd2000@gmail.com
 
Alina DeWitt     Mon-Thurs 8 :30am-3 pm
Hispanic Ministry
dewitt.alina@gmail.com

Julie Koenig
Director of Liturgical Music
julieannkoenig@gmail.com

Deacon Steve Zimmer
deaconstevez@gmail.com
 
Luanne Gasparek     Mon– Thurs
Operations Manager/Building Needs 
stthomasoperations@gmail.com 
 
Mary Erdmann     Monday only
Accounting/Bookkeeper
stabookkeeper.mary@gmail.com

Marge Engelbrecht     Mon mornings
Scrip
engel@lakefield.net 

Prayer Chain
stthomasreceptionist@gmail.com

Office phone: 920-726-4228

Sara Wilke     Mon– Fri 8 am-2 pm
Admin. Assistant , Cemetery Manager,
Scheduling Church Activities, Bulletins, 
Cemetery Sales & Records
stthomasreceptionist@gmail.com
stthomascemeteries@gmail.com
wilke.sara05@gmail.com 

Joe Backhaus
Cemetery Maintenance & Marking 
joebackhaus@icloud.com

Joyce Price     Tuesday only
Young Adult Coordinator
stthomasyaministry@gmail.com

Monserrat Luna     Wednesday only
OTIS Coordinator
stthomasOTIS@gmail.com

Lent seems different than other seasons. Why?
We find ourselves in the season of Lent (a word meaning “spring”).  Having begun on Ash
Wednesday, Lent is a time for penance and preparation for the solemn and joyful feast of

Easter. Lent lasts for six Sundays and forty weekdays and concludes on Holy Thursday
with the celebration of the Lord’s Last Supper. Many people use springtime as an

opportunity to do thorough house cleaning. While Christians are encouraged to pray,
fast, and give alms all year long, Lent is a time to really get back to the basics and, in a

sense, clean up our faith lives. 
Oftentimes, for special family occasions, there is a buildup of excitement until we reach
the peak of those celebrations. Lent, in comparison, is kind of like that, too. It is a time of
preparation for catechumens before Baptism and initiation into the Church. During Lent,
not only are the elect called to reflect on their lives, but all baptized Christians are called

to do the same, to renew through penance and prayer our own baptismal commitment.
This commitment to our baptismal call, the acknowledgement that we are God’s children
and heirs to God’s promise of eternal salvation, reminds us of our need to walk the way

of the Cross to the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection. We walk the way of the Cross
through our own trials, maybe by denying ourselves of things we enjoy or maybe by not

over-indulging in guilty pleasures, testing our spiritual discipline. It is through this testing
that we might suffer a bit and come to understand our own weaknesses. So we offer

those sufferings and weaknesses to God along with those of Jesus, together, united as
one. 

Many of us enjoy music, and during this season of Lent, we at St. Thomas are denying
ourselves of some music during our Liturgical celebrations and would like to encourage
using that quiet time for reflection. Especially during communion, our time of sharing
Eucharist, take the opportunity to truly reflect on what you hear in place of the music.
May it be, “the body of Christ” followed up by many “Amens.” Each time a Eucharistic

minister speaks “the body of Christ,” may it remind us all that we are truly all united as
ONE family, ONE BODY of Christ, together with the Communion of Saints, both in heaven

and on earth. And may each “Amen” remind you that each who receives Eucharist is
affirming with their whole heart that “AMEN! YES, I BELIEVE Christ is present. I believe in
the Catholic faith and am part of this royal priesthood. I  place my faith and trust in God. 

                                 Receiving Eucharist is the very source and summit of our lives. May 
                                   these weeks of silence put our hearts into  perspective as we together 

                            reflect t upon our lives, and as our  catechumens eagerly await the   
                                 celebration of sacraments, to receive communion together with our

entire community of faith at the summit.

2nd Grade Families
 

March 29     th

  The Bread of Life  

Faith-Filled Sundays as the children journey to
the Sacrament of First Communion 

(11:15 am - 12:30 pm)
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