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What is the best type of ice cream?

If we are talking flavor, vanilla for its versatility. But if we
are talking style of ice cream, it would have to be frozen
custard. Smooth and delicious.

What do you consider to be your greatest
personal victory?

My greatest personal victory would probably be my
weight loss. At one point, | lost almost one hundred
pounds within a couple of years. It showed the level of
discipline | was able to have, and it still inspires me when
| think | may not be able to do something.

What was the first thing that you learned
about Jesus?

Growing up Catholic from birth, it can be pretty difficult
to remember what the first thing you learned about
Jesus was. As a kid, Christmas is a pretty big deal, so
the first thing | most likely learned was that Jesus was
born on Christmas and that was why we gave each other
presents.

How have you celebrated this Jubilee Year?
This has been a particularly blessed year. Being a
Jubilee Year, we all have the opportunity to pilgrimage
to the Shrine in Champion, St. Francis Xavier Cathedral,
or St. Pius X in Appleton in order to obtain a plenary
indulgence for ourselves or another person every day.
| have been specially blessed to pilgrimage to Rome.
Pope Francis designated the four major basilicas of
Rome as the pilgrimage sites for the city and the world.
Taking the prayers of family and people in parishes back
home along with me was a truly moving experience.

What is your favorite verse from St. Paul’s
writings’

There are obviously many wonderful quotes from
St. Paul's writing since, of course, they are Scripture.
However, there has been one quote that has meant a
great deal to me lately. In 1 Corinthians 1:24, Paul writes,
“Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my
flesh, | am filling up what is lacking in the afflictions of
Christ on behalf of his body, which is the church.” Paul
is speaking about redemptive suffering, suffering for
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the sake of others, suffering the way Jesus suffered for
us. When we participate in this suffering, it is a blessing
because we become more Christ-like. This is also a
reminder to me that in every difficulty | have, Jesus is
right there with me. There is nothing | go through alone,
because He is always at my side. It also reminds me that
if | offer it up for the good of others, my suffering will
never be meaningless.

Which virtue exemplified by St. Paul do you
most aspire to?

Whenever | think of St. Paul, the one virtue that always
stands out to me is his fortitude. Fortitude can be thought
of as another word for courage. It is the virtue that allows
us to overcome our fears and continue in our following
Christ no matter the obstacles lying before us. In 2
Corinthians 11, St. Paul describes many of the trials he
bore while trying to spread the Gospel. He was whipped
with 39 lashes five times, beaten with rods, shipwrecked
three times, and in constant danger from robbers, hunger,
and exposure to the elements. Even when he visited the
town of Lystra, he was stoned to the point that people
thought he was dead and left him outside of the city
walls. Afterwards, Paul got back up and walked back into
the town! These ordeals make the excuses | have heard,
and even used myself in the past, for not going to Mass
on Sundays, pale in comparison. The courage it takes
to experience the trials of St. Paul and continue on his
mission, | believe, is a courage that can only come from a
deep and abiding relationship with God. If | truly believe
in God and have a personal relationship with Him, there
should be nothing that keeps me from Him. This is where
| hope to'be, now and forever.

Which saint should people invoke for your
vocation?

St. Anthony of Padua. He has been instrumental in
my coming back to the faith and my discernment to the
priesthood. Not to mention, he has interceded in helping
me to find lost objects.



